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Benjamin Sehneer is an .A.ssLstant Professor of Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School. 

His research is in 1\J:nerican politics and focuses primarily on political representation: hov: 

dtizens c2mrcss their prcfr:,rcnces .. hovv government responds to theff1, and v;ha.t may shape 

nnd distort these processes. His most recent papers have studied just how much of an effect 

the media has on the natiom,1 political ccmvcrsation, the role that petitioning' lms played in 

American pol.itkal developrnent.. and the :rehuns to elected office based on future earnings 

from corporate board service and lobbying-. His resea.rch has been published in journals 

incl.uding Science, the A.meric1m Jmrrnni of Pofit:ica.J Sc.fence, the Jourm,.J ofTolitic~,;;, 

and S'tndies in A .. merica11 Political Developmentmd has received coverage in media outlets 

111.duding' the .Nei,v ½wk Times, the t-Vi1shingto11 .Pm,t., the Los i1ng1?les Tin1es, the .Ecm.10111ist, 

He received his Ph,D. in :201G from the Department ofG-overnment at Harvard University. He 

received his RA, in History and in Economics from Columbia University and an .M.A, in 

Economics from St an ford University, Prior to joininf, the Kennedy School. he VJ as an 

assistant professor in the Departmen:t of Pol.itica.l Science at Florida State University, 

Additional information can be found on Professor Schneer's ,vebsite. 
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from corporate board service and lobbying_ His reseai·d1 has been published in journals 

including Science, the American .Journal ofTolitical Science, the Ji_,urnal of Politics, 

and Studies in American Political Deve1opmentaml has received coverage in media outlets 

including the lv'erv }'(,:d, '11111es, the Hihshing'ton Post, the Los linrteles Iimes, the Economist, 

and F1,st Compa..n:i,: 

He received his Ph,11_ in 2016 from the Department ofGovenmwnt at Harvnnl Univen,ity_ He 

received his B,/1," in Histor:v and in Economics from Columbia University ,:ind an l\-1.A, in 

Econmnk:s frornStanfonl. University Priortojoiningthe Kennedy School, he was an 

assi,:,,tant professor in the Department of:Political Science at Florida Etate University, 

Addl.tional. infonnadon can be found on Pro:f'esnir Schneer's website. 
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